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* IEEE defines plagiarism as the use of someone else’s prior ideas, processes, results, or words 
without explicitly acknowledging the original author and source. Plagiarism in any form is 
unacceptable and is considered a serious breach of professional conduct, with potentially severe 
ethical and legal consequences.  
IEEE defines five levels (or degrees) of plagiarism. Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, (a) 
uncredited copying of someone else’s work, (b) using someone else’s material without clear 
delineation or citation, and (c) uncited reuse of an author’s previously published work that also 
involves other authors. It should be noted that plagiarism is a type of copyright infringement, and 
as such may also subject the author(s) to legal liability. 
1. Uncredited Verbatim Copying of a Full Paper. [The most extreme case of plagiarism is when a 
full paper is copied and any name of the original author list is replaced with another one.], or 
Uncredited Verbatim Copying of a Major Portion (more than 50%) of a Paper. [An instance is 
where a large section of the original paper is copied without quotation marks, credit notice, 
reference, and bibliography.] 
2. Uncredited Verbatim Copying of a Large Portion (up to 50%) from a Paper. [An instance is 
where a section of the original paper is copied from another paper without quotation marks, credit 
notice, reference, and bibliography.] 
3. Uncredited Verbatim Copying of Individual Elements (Paragraph(s), Sentence(s), 
Illustration(s), etc.). [An instance could be where portions of original paper are used in another 
paper without quotation marks, credit notice, reference, and bibliography.] 
4. Uncredited Improper Paraphrasing of Pages or Paragraphs. [Instances of improper 
paraphrasing occur when only a few words and phrases have been changed or when the original 
sentence order has been rearranged; no credit notice or reference appears with the text.] 
5. Credited Verbatim Copying of a Major Portion of a Paper without Clear Delineation.[Instances 
could include sections of an original paper copied from another paper; credit notice is used but 
absence of quotation marks or offset text does not clearly reference or identify the specific, 
copied material.] 


